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Trinity Sunday A 2023 SML 
JN 3:16-18 
 
 This morning’s gospel is taken from John Chapter 3, the 

discourse between Our Blessed Lord and Master Nicodemus. 

When Master Nicodemus came to see the Divine Master, Who had 

startled the world with His miracles, Our Blessed Lord told him the 

story of his life. It was a life that began not in Bethlehem, but 

existed from all eternity in the Trinity. And says the gospel at hand, 

it was a life that was given so the world might not be condemned, 

but saved. 

 Nicodemus was: 

✓ a master,  

✓ a Pharisee,  

✓ a wise and holy man. 

But because Nicodemus lived without the complete truth, 

Nicodemus lived in darkness, which is why whenever Nicodemus 

appeared in John’s gospel, Nicodemus appeared at night: 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. He came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know you are a teacher who has come from God.” (JN 3:1-2) 
 
On Holy Thursday night, as a member of the Sanhedrin, 
Master Nicodemus appears in court to testify on Jesus’ behalf. 
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On Good Friday, after the Crucifixion and night [darkness] had 
covered the land, Master Nicodemus, the one who had first 
come to Jesus at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes weighing about a hundred pounds (JN 19:39) 
 

It’s also worth noting that when Judas left the Last Supper, John 

very specifically tells us Judas “took the morsel and left at once. 

And it was night.”  

 In this discourse between Jesus and Nicodemus, much was 

discussed. However, the focus of their conversation was salvation. 

And since that famous conversation recorded in John Chapter 3, 

salvation has been the focus of many a conversation, especially 

among those who are, quote, unquote, “born again.” 

 First, the term “born again” comes right from John Chapter 3. 

Nicodemus asks Jesus, “How can a person once grown old be 

‘born again?’” “Born again” Christians claim that a person grown old 

can be “born again” by accepting Christ as one’s personal Savior. 

Jesus, on the other hand, says a person can be “born again” by 

water and the Spirit. Water and the Spirit is Baptism. So if anyone 

asks you if you are “born again,” answer “yes” because we 

were all born again when we were baptized. 

 Second, “born again” Christians see the merit of Baptism after 

being “born again,” but not before. They do not see any merit in 

infant baptism, as infants cannot accept Jesus as their personal 
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Savior. “Born again” Christians would say infants and young 

children are automatically saved and have no need for Baptism, 

even though St. Peter himself said that the promise of Baptism is 

for everyone, including children: 

 Acts Chapter 2: The promise of baptism is made to you and to 
your children and to all those far off, whomever the Lord our 
God will call. (2:39) 

  

Fundamentalist “born again” Christians would seem to disagree 

with Peter. They would say it is not until one is old enough to sin do 

they need to “accept Jesus” to reach heaven. No where in the Bible 

does it say that Baptism is restricted to adults. It is true that in 

Jesus’ time, most who were baptized were adults, only because 

Christianity did not exist when these adults were babies and 

children. However, twice in the Acts of the Apostles and once in 

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians records entire households and 

families being baptized (AA 16:15; 16:33; 1COR 1:16). Inevitably, 

entire households refer to more than just the husband and the wife. 

 Be not too quick to throw the first stone at “Born Again” 

Christians, however. There was a time when the Catholic Church 

taught there was no salvation outside of her, which is parallel to the 

current “born again” belief that one cannot be saved unless he is 

“born again.” The Second Vatican Council Document, Lumen 

Gentium, clearly teaches differently. The Council Fathers wrote: 
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✓ Those desiring Baptism, 
✓ those who are Christian (and this would include “born again” 

Christians), 
✓ those who do not know the Gospel of Christ or His Church, 
✓ and even those who do not have an explicit knowledge of God, 

yet strive to lead a good life by following their conscience,  
 

are not denied salvation.” 
 

Master Nicodemus might be included in the last category. 

 All this hits close to home. Those of you who were here the 

evening we celebrated Confirmation in March of 2021 will recall 

there were protesters outside our Church, slurring against her. The 

protester slurred me personally when he said through his 

megaphone, “Father Dan is not a Christian. Father Dan is going to 

hell.” I had never met him before. 

There were other parishioners who were at the Church for their 

prayer meeting and when they heard the commotion, came to 

assist, and what he said to them I can’t repeat from the pulpit. Long 

story short, we filed a complaint against him and were in litigation, 

at first virtually because of COVID, and eventually in person. So the 

evening we were to appear in court, the man is standing at the 

court door waiting to pass security. He turns around, sees me, and 

says again, “You’re going to hell,” repeating the exact same words 

as to why we were there in the first place. I told the prosecutor what 

he said, and she said, “File another complaint.” Long story short, 
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after 43 hours in court, he was found guilty, fined and told not to 

return to SML. 

 Intolerance among Christian religions is unchristian. Christ 

himself said, “There is no one who performs a mighty deed in my 

name who can at the same time be against me.” As Catholics, we 

have a better understanding of the Truth than other religions, which 

is why we worship as Catholics. Fundamentalist “Born Again” 

Christians, whose sole foundation is the Bible, believe they have a 

better understanding of the Truth than other religions, which is why 

they worship as fundamentalists. However, a Catholic’s first 

question to a Fundamentalist should be, “Where did the Bible come 

from?” The Bible didn’t just drop from the sky. The Bible came from 

the Catholic Church. It was Catholic popes and bishops who 

decided over a period of 1200 years which books would be 

included in the Bible. 

 I’ll close by recommending a book that is perfect for a Catholic 

in defending the faith entitled, Catholicism and Fundamentalism by 

Karl Keating. This is one of the best books I’ve read that explains 

those tenets of Catholicism that are hard to explain to a non-Catholic 

✓ Salvation 

✓ Baptism of Infants 

✓ Forgiveness of Sins 
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✓ Purgatory 

✓ Infallibility 

✓ The Eucharist 

✓ The Blessed Mother 

✓ The Saints 

Don’t worry about catching the title and author of the book. It’ll be in 

next Sunday’s bulletin.  

 So yes, if anyone asks you if you are “born again,” answer 

“yes.” 


